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SAMOA

Tsunami and trauma 

Last year, on September 29, a tsunami struck the south east coast of Samoa, engulfing homes, villages, resorts, schools --- and leaving nearly 200 people and children dead in its terrible wake. In such a small society the effects were devastating. Rose Charities NZ sent Liese Groot, the grief and trauma specialist counselor, to Samoa in early October.
Her work with doctors, nurses and health care or welfare groups such as Women in Business was so well received that everyone wanted her, and her partner in counseling, Dr Sue Marsden, to return. Oxfam decided to pay for them to make six visits back to Samoa, with an evaluation at the end of this year to see if more follow-up is needed.
 

CAMBODIA

A microscope for the Phnom Penh Rose Eye Clinic
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The medical director of the Rose Eye Clinic, Dr Hang Vra, loves operating with the new auto-adjustable microscope.

Rose NZ Trustee Mike Webber is a wizard at getting equipment donated for one of the Rose projects dearest to his heartVthe Rose Eye Clinic in Phnom Penh. This year it was a Moller-Wedel operating microscope, donated by the Wanganui Eyecare and Medical Trust when a new one replaced it. The microscope is worth about $65,000.
Even with the crating and shipping of the big instrument Mike managed a bit more magic:  The cost was estimated at about $3500, but thanks to the generosity of Agility Logistics, Lower Hutt, and a whip-around by staff, Rose NZ was charged only $350. 
In March a very excited trio of Mike Webber, medical technician Neville Wood and journalist Kate Newton set off for Cambodia to assemble the microscope which had been shipped to the clinic in Phnom Penh.
Excess baggage in the form of more optical instruments a keratometer donated by Kevin and Belinda Way of Ophthalmic Instrument Company and an A-scan given by Dr John Bowbyes provided a challenge at Auckland airport. But, thanks to aggressive pleading in the head office, Thai Airlines waived the $1500 excess baggage fees at the last minute. The adrenalin was surging when the plane took off. 
Airfares  were met by the PIF Foundation, Colin and Diana Crombie and two friends of Mikes in WhanganuiVGeorge Bristol and Ted Vallely. Kate Newton wrote articles about her experience visiting the clinic for Optics NZ and Hawkes Bay Today.
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Since 2002 the clinic has seen more than 88,670 patients and operated on 17,650 of them. Last year 11,256 patients were seen and 2334 received operations.
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Left: Dr Vra pictured with his youngest son, Nikita. Right: Clinic medical director Dr Hang Vra: 

Thanks to an on-going generous grant from the PIF Foundation (Pay It Forward Foundation) Dr Vra is completing his post-graduate medical training in ophthalmology.  He topped his class in exams this year. His wife, Natalie, is a nurse from Ukraine whom he met when he was on holiday from doing his medical degree in Moscow. Natalie does a lot of minor surgery at the clinic and she also hopes to do post-graduate training when her husbands studies are complete.
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Nurse Natalie examining a patient at the Rose Eye Clinic 
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Nurse Natalie pictured with Dr William Grut, secretary of Rose International 

Rose gathering in Phnom Penh
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Trustees and friends of Rose Charities from Canada, USA, UK, France, 
Australia, New Zealand, Cambodia and Nepal met for a meeting and field trips in Phnom Penh in June this year.
New Zealand was well represented with Trish Gribben (chair), Jane Midgley (treasurer) and her husband, John; Trustees Mike Webber and Will Grut,  from Vancouver. Note: All present paid their own expenses.
It was marvellous to experience Rose as a global family and to exchange ideas and hopes for the future. The highlight was a visit to the Rose Eye clinic to meet the dedicated staff there.
The group also visited Operation First/Rose Rehabilitation Cambodia where Rose Australias physiotherapist Joanna Thomson is almost working miracles. We met a young woman, Chan Chea, who has been lying inert on a wooden bed since an illness about five years ago. Since Joanna has been helping her with casts, splints and therapy over just three months, Chan Chea is up and walking with support.

- see Joannas blog on Rose Rehabilitation Cambodia it is an inspiration! www.roserehab.org
-- Look out for the Listener article on about the Cambodian clinic by Trish Gribben: The light in their eyes 

Rose Award to Mike Webber
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Dr Will Grut (left) presents the award to Mike Webber

New Zealand Trustee Mike Webber was honoured with the 2010 Rose Charity Award during the Phnom Penh conference for outstanding humanitarian assistance to those in need. The citation read: 
For his unstinting commitment to provide optometry services to those who have no resources and for his vision to work for training courses for specialists and technicians where their skills can reach many poor people in Cambodia.

NEPAL

Training for volunteers

Dr Basant Sharma, consultant ophthalmologist at Lumbini Eye Institute, who visited New Zealand in 2008, was at the PP conference with his wife, Manita. The training for female volunteer health workers in basic eye care education and early detection of problems, funded by Rose NZ with generous help from the PIF Foundation and private donors, has successfully reached more than 700 volunteers. Basant has reported back fully, complete with the names of every participant. Because of the political unrest in Nepal outreach programmes from Lumbini are currently suspended.
Trish Gribben is looking forward to visiting Basant at the Lumbini Eye Institute in Nepal in November and discussing future plans with him.
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Basant Sharma proudly displays an ophthalmologists dream tie, given to him by Mike Webber in Phnom Penh


NEW ZEALAND

For refugees

The Auckland Refugee Community Coalition approached Rose Charities NZ for help in forming an independent trust to support re-unification of refugee families here, based on a similar trust in Wellington.  After more than a year of discussions, the Auckland Refugee Family Trust was launched in June. In Christchurch another trust to help families come together, Re-unite, has recently been established.

Rose Charities NZ has given $1000 to each new trust for help with set-up costs and plans to continue with future support.
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The chairman of the Auckland Refugee Community Coalition, Mr Kafeba Mundele, receives a cheque from Rose Charities NZ chair, Trish Gribben

Other grants
Poonga: The Tamil Community Education group has received $500 for help with a support and early childhood education group for mothers                  


Champion Centre: This centre in Christchurch provides family-focused early intervention to children with multiple developmental delays. Rose NZ has given $1000 this year. See www.championcentre.org.nz

Fund raiser

Silo Theatre, Auckland, gave Rose Charities NZ a night of stunning drama with Assassins, a musical black comedy by Stephen Sondheim. After the show the cast joined guests for supper and a welcome from Silo Patron Jennifer Ward-Lealand (pictured with Rose chair Trish Gribben), who had just returned from a family visit to Cambodia. Silk scarves and necklaces made by street kids in Phnom Penh were sold. Total raised: $3571enough to cover about 100 more eye operations. A big thank you to all who supported us so enthusiastically.
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Thinking ahead

The AGM for Rose Charities NZ is being held on October 2. We will be discussing future action in the Pacific region, as well as our on-going support for Cambodia and Nepal. In New Zealand, we are hoping to link up with NZ AID, and we have on-going discussions about our charitable status for donations that are spent overseas. (Currently these are not tax deductible.)

FOR GENEROUS SUPPORT IN THE PAST YEAR ROSE CHARITIES NZ THANKS: 

· The PIF Foundation 

· Wanganui Eyecare and Medical Trust 

· Agility Logistics 

· Maryanne Dransfield and NZ Optics 

· Neville Wood 

· Kate Newton 

· Kevin and Belinda Way 

· Dr John Bowbyes 

· Air New Zealand 

· Thai Airlines 

· George Bristol 

· Ted Vallely 

· Colin and Diana Crombie 

· E.B. Firth Charitable Trust 

· Silo Theatre 

· Ric Carlyon 

· Delmaines 


For on-line donations see: www.givealittle.co.nz

For further information:  www.rose-charities.org  

